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MISSION
OUR MISSION

Bloomsburg Christian School exists for the purpose of providing
a distinctively Christian education in the greater Bloomsburg
area in order to assist parents who desire a Biblical philosophy of
education for their children. BCS is directed, operated and
supported by Calvary Baptist Church of Bloomsburg, PA.

OUR GOALS
1. Students embrace Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior.

2. Students develop the wisdom, skills and character to walk
worthy of Jesus Christ in all of life.

3. Students prepared with adequate knowledge, skills and
habits to honor Christ in home life, college and career.

4. Assist families in establishing Biblically ordered homes that
will foster sound academic, social and spiritual development
in children.

5. Students acknowledge and embrace the calling of God for
believers to take part in building the Church of Jesus Christ.

6. Students appreciate the value of Christian Higher Education
and consider attending a Christian Higher Education
institution.

OUR VALUES

1. We value the Word of God to be our foundation, center and
guide in everything. (Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16;
Colossians 3:16; 1 Peter 1:22-2:3)

Education that will endure the challenges of life must be
grounded in something that lasts. Only the Word of God
remains constant. We desire to build our education on the
Bible. We desire for it to be not only a major subject, but
also give direction to every subject area and to guide all our
interaction and behavior.

2. We value a community of parents and teachers in like-
mindedness in faith. (John 17:20-26; 1 Timothy 4:6-16)
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Education is most effective when parents, administration,
and faculty have common beliefs and values and work in
harmony to achieve them. We desire to team up with parents
who share a common Christian philosophy of education with
us.

We value training students to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
(Matthew 28:18-20; Colossians 1:28-2:8; 1 Corinthians
1:30-2:5)

Commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is essential
for a wise life since Christ is Wisdom sent from God. We
teach that salvation is a gift from God for all who repent of
sin and believe in Christ alone. We desire that student’s
salvation produce a life devoted to the honor of Jesus Christ.
Since Christ is the creator and sustainer of all things, and all
things are designed for His glory, we desire for students to
acknowledge and strive to glorify Christ in everything.

We value local church commitment. (Ephesians 4:1-32)

The local church is God’s ordained institution for promoting
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Bloomsburg Christian School
must not usurp the authority and significance of local
churches. We require our teachers to faithfully demonstrate
commitment to their church. We also encourage students and
their families to be committed to a local Bible teaching
church.

We value the involvement of parents. (Deuteronomy. 6:6-9;
Ephesians 6:1-4)

The responsibility of the education of children belongs to
parents. We desire to be an extension and assistant to the
home. We need the support and backing of parents and
interaction between parents and teachers. We welcome
constructive input from parents. Calvary Baptist Church
reserves the right to establish the policies and direction of
the School.

We value a distinctively Christian Philosophy of Education.
(Colossians 1:28-2:10; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5)

We desire to implement a thoroughly Biblical view of
Education, and not an education based on the principles of
worldly wisdom. We want to continually sharpen our
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understanding and practice of God’s truth, goodness and
beauty.

7. We value Biblical standards of excellence. (Philippians 4:8;
Colossians 1:9-10; 3:17, 23; Ephesians 6:6-8)

We desire students to strive for the very best. We want
students to conduct themselves with behavior honoring to
Christ. We strive for our school family to seek the glory of
God in everything. We reject the view that God does not
care about externals and reject the view that there are no
standards of excellence. We seek to embody the excellence
of Christ in all we do.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

Bloomsburg Christian School, as a ministry of Calvary Baptist
Church, is committed to the fundamental doctrines of the faith
which are summarized below. A complete statement can be
obtained from the school or church offices.

We believe:

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God - absolute, complete,
and without error.

2. There is one triune and living God, active in three persons
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. Jesus Christ is deity - virgin born, risen from the dead and
living today.

4. Jesus will return personally prior to establishing an earthly
kingdom through which He and His followers will reign for
1,000 years.

5. Man is alienated from God and is totally incapable of saving
himself.

6. Salvation is only by the grace of God through faith in the
finished work of Christ and is not earned through any good
works of the believer.

7. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer and cannot be
removed. He guarantees the salvation of all those who
believe in Christ.

8. There will be a bodily resurrection of both the just and the
unjust resulting in the everlasting life and joy of believers
and the conscious eternal punishment of those who do not
believe.

9. The church is the company of all believers, and each believer
must become part of a local church and strive to fulfill the
Great Commission.

10. Baptism is by immersion, is for believers, and is a symbol of
joining Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.

11. The Lord's Supper is a memorial of the offering for our sins
and an anticipation of eternal fellowship with Christ and His
people.

12. Every child of God must live a life of obedience to God and
separation from evil.

PLEDGES

A demonstration of an individual's love and appreciation for our
country, our Savior, and the Bible is a freedom afforded to every
citizen of our country and an opportunity provided to every
student of BCS each day. The recitation each morning of the
words of the pledges given below, is a consistent and continual
reminder of the honor and privilege we have both as American
citizens and Christians. Therefore, it is essential that every
student see their responsibility to recite these each day.

Pledge To The Bible

I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God's Holy Word. I will make it
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. I will hide its
words in my heart that I might not sin against God.

Pledge To The Christian Flag

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the Savior for
whose kingdom it stands. One Savior, crucified, risen, and
coming again, with life and liberty for all who believe.

Pledge To The American Flag

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America,
and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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HISTORY

HISTORY OF BCS

In 1973, Calvary Baptist Church founded Bloomsburg Christian
School with the purpose of providing a Christ-centered education
to help parents of Calvary Baptist and parents of the greater
Bloomsburg area who share its view of education. On the first
day of school there were 21 students. In 1976, our first
graduates went out to pursue their callings. Since then 80% of
our graduates have gone on to higher education in both public
and private colleges.

The school has been blessed by God for over 50 years. The first
year BCS shared the facilities of the Church. Then for the next
10 years the school also used a building that it purchased on Old
Berwick Road.

In the spring of 1985, BCS was moved to a building adjacent to
Calvary Baptist Church. This enabled the entire school to be
housed in one location. During the summer of 1986, an addition
was constructed to this building allowing the school to expand
once again.

In the summer of 1995, Calvary Baptist Church and Bloomsburg
Christian School relocated to a spacious 30-acre campus with a
35,000 square foot building with adjacent sports facilities. This
additional space enabled the school to utilize 18 full-sized
classrooms, expand the computer lab, enlarge the science lab,
provide a separate home economics room, allow for a 300-seat
lunchroom, and accommodate a growing library. A 7,000 square
foot addition was added in 2001 which included a gym,
bathrooms, locker rooms, and a concession stand.

SCHOOL SONG

BCS is the greatest and the best,
For it stands for Bloomsburg Christian School.
Every day we read the Word and pray,
and learn to live the Bible rules.
Here we learn of Jesus and His love,
How He came to save us and take us home above.
Happiness is found at BCS,
For we go to Bloomsburg Christian School.
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SCHOOL COLORS AND MASCOT
School colors - Red, White, and Black
School mascot — Knights

ENROLLMENT POLICY

ADMISSION POLICY

Enrollment is open to children whose parents want a Biblical and
Christ-centered instruction. Parents should send their children to
Bloomsburg Christian School only because they believe the
educational purposes, goals, and strategies are right for their
child and agree to support the policies outlined in this handbook.
Enrollment to Bloomsburg Christian School will be limited to
those families with:

1. At least one parent and/or guardian who professes
salvation through personal faith in Jesus Christ and a life
of seeking His righteousness, or who demonstrates
significant interest and openness to this if there is
uncertainty.

2. Both parents and/or guardians (with custody) must:

a. Support a Biblical and Christ-centered
education, including teaching the necessity of
salvation through personal faith in Jesus Christ
and a life of seeking His righteousness.

b. Agree to respect and follow the policies and
leadership of Bloomsburg Christian School
which are established and directed under the
authority of Calvary Baptist Church.

c. Personally uphold the Biblical standard of
marriage and sexuality of one man and one
woman living in faithfulness to one another and
refraining from sex outside of marriage.

3. The student has not demonstrated patterns of
unacceptable attitudes, behavior, or work.

4. The student is willing to attend BCS.

5. The student evidences sufficient academic skill on an
entrance examination.

6. No student will be enrolled if he or she is married or will
continue to be enrolled if he or she marries during the
school year.
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Applicants will be accepted in the order of date of receipt of
completed application and application fee.

Bloomsburg Christian School reserves the right to deny
admission on the basis of existing class sizes and the school’s
capacity for meeting special needs. Bloomsburg Christian School
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and
ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies,
admissions policies, athletic programs, and other school-
administered programs.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Pre-Kindergarten:

e  Child must be four years old by September 1.

e Parents or guardians must present a photocopy of the child's
birth certificate.

Kindergarten Students:
e  Child must be five years old by September 1.

e Parents or guardians must present a photocopy of the child's
birth certificate, immunization record, record of a physical
examination, and record of a dental examination along with
the application.

Elementary, and High School Students:

o First grade students must be six years old by September 1
and must demonstrate readiness for first grade as indicated
by the admission test.

e A photocopy of the student’s most recent report card, an
immunization record, and record of a physical examination
must be submitted along with the application.

e Students accepted for admission beyond kindergarten will be
placed in the grade which best fits his/her skills as
demonstrated by the entrance test and by teacher evaluation.
Placement for Grades 10-12 will be based on credits
transferred from the previous school.
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ENROLLMENT PROCESS

1. Parents submit a completed application and payment of
application fee to the school office.

2. BCS will contact the parents to set up an appointment for an
interview and entrance exam. Students entering grades 1st
through 9" grades will be given a written exam. An
interview will be conducted with parents, and students in
grades 10-12, to determine philosophical and spiritual
compatibility, to review records, and to gather information to
help determine placement.

3. BCS will notify the parent of acceptance or denial by letter
within one week of the interview.

RE-REGISTRATION

Re-registration is limited to students currently enrolled in the
school and is held during May each year. All current students
who apply for re-enrollment for the next year will be evaluated
on the basis of their academic, spiritual, and behavioral progress
to determine if they qualify for re-admission. Parental
cooperation and a timely tuition payment record will be factors.
In all cases the decision of the Administration and the School
Board is final.

WITHDRAWALS

Withdrawals from BCS must be made through the school office.
Necessary forms must be completed and the Administrator must
be advised. The teacher will give a grade for work done to date
as well as collect all books and materials. No academic records
will be released until all accounts, library fines, etc. are paid.

FINANCIAL POLICIES

The Application Fee and Re-enrollment Fee are non-refundable.
Tuition shall be paid according to the tuition schedule. Parents
are responsible to notify the school if timely payment cannot be
made and to make arrangements for payment. Delinquent tuition
may result in student’s dismissal after sufficient notification is
made.

Should the student withdraw, be expelled, or for any reason fail
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to continue in attendance at the school, tuition is due for the
number of days attended plus a withdrawal fee of 20% of annual
tuition. Tuition must be paid in full before academic records are
released. Any question with respect to decisions based on this
Financial Policy may be appealed to the School Committee in
writing. The Committee's decision is final.

There are two tuition payment plans available. They are as
follows:

Plan A -

Single payment due on or before 8:30 am on the first day of
school (2% discount on total tuition for this plan)

(2% discount on total tuition for this plan)
Plan B -
Ten equal payments beginning July 15th and ending April 15th.

ACADEMIC POLICY

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS

The program of standardized testing carried out by Bloomsburg
Christian School helps meet the needs of the student by
providing information about his/her ability, knowledge,
experiences, and interests.

The nationally recognized lowa Assessments is administered in
the spring to students in grades Kindergarten through 8th Grade
each year. The parents and teachers receive test results for each
student in order to assess the child’s academic progress and
ability as compared to other students throughout the United
States.

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) is administered to
students in grades 2, 4 and 6 in conjunction with the Iowa
Assessments.

The PLAN Test is administered in the fall to all students in 10th
Grade as a preparation for ACT college entrance test.

The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) is
administered in the fall to all students in 11th Grade. This is in
conjunction with the College Board’s National Merit Scholarship
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program.

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is
administered in the winter to high school students in order to
provide an ability and interest inventory for students and parents
to review.

CURRICULUM

The school uses materials from many publishers. Materials and
texts are evaluated and the best ones available are selected. BCS
selects books from Christian publishers whenever possible.
Currently ABEKA Books and Bob Jones University Press
materials are used the most. ABEKA is generally used for early
elementary while BJU Press is used extensively in 3" grade to
12" grade.

REPORT CARDS

The grading system is set up on a quarterly basis. Report cards
are issued four times a year after each nine-week grading period.
Mid-quarter progress reports are issued midway through each of
the four grading periods. We recommend that you discuss the
progress and needs shown on the reports with your child. Report
cards and mid-quarter reports are to be returned to school within
one week of issuance. There will be a $2.00 charge for lost or
additional report cards.

Kindergarten students receive Outstanding (O), Good (G),
Satisfactory (S), Needs Improvement (N) or Incomplete (I) for
all classes.

Students in grades 1 — 4 receive letter grades for academic
subjects. Students in grades 5 — 12 receive numeric grades for
full-credit courses and letter grades for partial-credit courses.

Parents may view their child’s individual assignment, quiz, and
test grades on a secured server at any time. Please contact the
school office for the link and your personal login and password.

The grading scale is as follows:

A+ = 99 -100
A = 95-98
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A- = 93 -94
B+ = 91-92

B = 87-90

B- = 8586
C+ = 83 -84

C = 80— 82

C- = 77-179
D+ = 75-176

D = 71-74

D- = 70

F = 0-69

P = Passing

I = Incomplete
W = Withdrawal

Any student in grades 1 - 8 who fails two or more academic
subjects in a year will be expected to repeat that same grade.
Students who fail one subject area may be required to attend
summer school or to be tutored during the summer. Any student
in grades nine through twelve who fails a subject will not receive
credit toward graduation for that subject.

HONOR ROLL

To encourage students to a fuller use of their God-given talents,
two categories of honor rolls have been established.

“A” Honor Roll -93% or higher in every subject (all A's).
“B” Honor Roll - 85% or higher in every subject (all A’s and
B’s)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

All students in grades 9-12 must complete credits in the
following:

BIble i, 4 credits

English .....ccocoovvviiiiiiieciees 4 credits

Social Studies ........ccccevereenee 4 credits
Mathematics ........cccceevvervveennenne. 3 credits
SCIENCE ..eenveeiieeieeiieiieeeeeene 3 credits
Language ......ccoceeveeveeneeniieennns 2 credits
Physical Education ................... 1 credit
Electives ....cccccovveeniieniiiiiieiene 2 Y credits
Total 23 credits

TRANSFER OF CREDITS

Students should secure written permission from the
Administrator before enrolling in courses at another school if
credit is to be transferred to BCS.

COLLEGE COURSES

Students in eleventh and twelfth grades may ask for permission
to take college classes while still in high school providing that
the following criteria are met:
e The classes must be approved by BCS administration
e The classes must not interfere with classes the student is
taking at BCS
e Tuition account must be in good standing
e The student’s grades must be in good standing (no
current course less than a C) and assignments are
completed on time consistently.

College courses will not show on transcripts from BCS and will
not affect (positively or negatively) a student’s high school GPA.
Permission must be sought for each semester. The Administra-
tion reserves the right to refuse permission if the student’s high
school academics have suffered in a previous semester.

PROBATION POLICY

Students who have shown unsatisfactory progress in academics
and/or behavior will be placed on probation as recommended by
the faculty and administration.

16



ACADEMIC PROBATION

A student will be placed on academic probation for the following
reasons:

1. If during any marking period a student receives two failures
(an incomplete is treated as an F until the work is made up),
three D's, or one F and two D's or,

2. Parents fail to get professional help if recommended.

Notification of academic probation will be made by including a
notice with the report card and mid-quarter report. Parents may
be asked to come in for a conference. Grades will be re-
evaluated on a bi-weekly basis.

Probationary penalties will be as follows:

1. Students may be requested to stay after school if the teacher
deems it necessary to bring work up to satisfactory level.

2. The student will not be allowed to participate in any elective
sports or extracurricular activity.

BEHAVIORAL PROBATION

A student can be placed on behavioral probation when his
teachers recommend probation due to repeated disobedience, a
poor attitude, etc. Behavioral probation will be automatic when
a student receives 5 detentions within one semester.

Probationary penalties will be as follows:

1. The student will not be allowed to participate in any elective
sports or extracurricular activity.

2. The student will be given a maximum of one semester to
remove his or her probation by improving behavior and/or
attitude. If this is not accomplished, then the administration
will recommend dismissal.

HOMEWORK

Homework is an integral part of the school program. Each
teacher will assign homework to aid each student to advance in
his studies. Homework is given for several purposes:

o For drill: We believe that most students require drilling to
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master certain material essential to their educational
progress.

e For practice: Homework is given following classroom
explanation, illustration, for reinforcement.

o For remedial activity: As instruction progresses, various
weak points in a student's grasp of a subject become evident.
Homework following instruction is given to overcome such
difficulties.

o For special projects: Book reports, compositions, special
research assignments, and projects are some of the activities
that are frequently the subject of homework attention.

No homework will be assigned on Wednesday due Thursday to
encourage our students and their parents to attend church on
Wednesday nights. An exception to this will be made when
considering make-up work, special assistance, or long-term
projects.

EXTRA HELP

There are times when even the best student needs help. To
provide this help, teachers will be available for after-school
tutoring until 3:30 PM.

When teachers feel a student needs extra help, they may
recommend that the student stay after school. If a parent feels
that their child needs extra tutoring, he should contact the teacher
and arrange this.

CHAPEL

BCS has chapel programs on a weekly basis. These chapels
feature our administrator, members of the staff, area pastors,
missionaries, musicians, and guest speakers of special interest to
our students. Through these chapel times we want our students
to have a clearer understanding of God's Word, a broader
concept of the many facets of an individual in the Lord's work,
and foster spiritual growth and commitment in the lives of our
young people.

LIBRARY

Our library seeks to be regularly growing and is for the use and
18



academic and spiritual growth of our students.

While the school does not necessarily endorse all the contents of
any book in the library, the position of BCS is to be in strict
adherence to the doctrines and principles taught in the Holy
Scriptures. BCS does not intend to supply books with profane or
morally offensive material. It is understood that to accomplish
academic goals, and to provide books of various fields of
research and content, the library must of necessity have books
that may not reflect the beliefs and position of BCS, but may still
provide beneficial information. Students need to learn to read
with discernment and from the point of view of Scripture and
parents should help their children read and understand from a
Christian perspective.

We do have library rules that all students must follow. These
rules are to teach the students responsibility. They may be
amended from time to time, but students will be informed in
advance.

Library Rules:

e Library Visits: All elementary students will come once a
week with their class. Extra visits will be at their teacher's
discretion.

e Limits on Books: Elementary students may check out 2
books for 1 week. Students in grades 7-12 may check out 2
books at a time for 2 weeks. Students are responsible for all
books they sign out.

e Overdue Books: Fines are charged at 10 cents per day per
book, including weekends and holidays. (We want to
encourage you to have your child pay the fines out of their
own money. This will teach responsibility.) Overdue
reminders are sent to students, but this is only a courtesy.
They should not depend on them.

Exception: No fines will be charged for days that a student
is absent. However, all books are due the day the student
returns to school after being absent.

e Damaged Books: A damage fee will be charged to the
student. This will vary, based on the extent of the damage.

e Lost Books: Lost books must be paid for at current list price
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plus $1.00 for processing.
e Reference Books are to remain in the library at all times.

e Individual report cards will be held if personal library fines
have not been paid.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

BCS students are encouraged to participate in extracurricular
activities sponsored by the school. BCS has hosted and
participated in Keystone Christian Education Association’s
(KCEA) Fine Arts Competition and basketball tournaments.
Participants in these activities are expected to maintain Christian
standards and necessary grade point averages. Complete
guidelines for sports activities can be found in the BCS Athletic
Handbook.

Annual extracurricular activities are, but are not limited to:
soccer, basketball, high school banquet, field trips, Columbia
County Envirothon, senior trip, KCEA All-State Choir, Poetry
Out-Loud, and Pennsylvania Junior Academy Science Fair.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is necessary if the student is to achieve
success in school. It is not only important for the student's
academic success but also for building proper attitudes toward
responsibilities. The school recognizes a parent's right to decide
whether or not his child should be in school.

State law requiring compulsory school attendance mandates BCS
provide a minimum of 990 hours of instruction for Secondary
students, 900 hours for Elementary students and 450 hours for
Kindergarten students. Regulations also require us to maintain
accurate records of attendance and to categorize absences as
either lawful (excused) or unlawful (unexcused).

ABSENCES

The attendance code allows lawful excuses for absences which
include mental or physical illness, medical/dental appointments,
death in the family, quarantine, recovery from an accident,
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required court attendance, natural disasters, weather related
home school district closures/delays/ early-dismissals,
educational trips and tours, and other exceptionally urgent
situations. All other excuses will be deemed unlawful. Absences
planned in advance require an approved absence form to be
properly filed with the office.

Any absence due to illness that lasts 3 days or more will require
a doctor’s note to return to class.

Students are allowed up to 10 excused absences per school year,
not counting days covered by a doctor’s excuse. Any absences
beyond 10 school days will require a doctor’s note.
Administration reserves the right to require a doctor’s note for
any absence if a pattern of irregularity in attendance is noted.

A warning will be sent to parents when a student accumulates 8
excused days. Once a student reaches 10 days, a second
notification will be sent. Any further days will result in an
unexcused/unlawful absence on the student’s attendance record.
A letter will be sent to the parents and a parent/administrator
conference will be held after each unlawful absence.

After 3 unexcused/unlawful days absent, the student’s home
school district will be informed for possible truancy violations.

Parents are to call or email (office@bloomchristian.com) the
office before 8:30 AM notifying the school of a student absence.
A written note or email from the parent or guardian must be
turned into the school office within 3 days of the student
returning to class or the day(s) absent will be deemed
unexcused/unlawful.

If your child should become ill at school, you will be telephoned
so that you can make arrangements for transporting your child
home. If your child has symptoms of illness, please keep him/her
at home.

ILLNESS

General Principles:

Students with contagious illnesses must be excluded
from school to prevent the spread of infection.

Students should be kept at home to rest and recuperate
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so they can fully benefit from the school day when they
return.

Parents/guardians are responsible for keeping ill children
at home and notifying the school of the reason for
absence.

Exclusion from School: A student should not attend school if
they exhibit any of the following symptoms:

e Fever: A temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher, or
any fever accompanied by other symptoms (per the CDC
guidelines).

e Vomiting or Diarrhea: Two or more episodes within 24
hours.

e Severe Cough or Difficulty Breathing: Especially if
accompanied by fever or other symptoms.

e Unexplained Rash: Particularly if accompanied by fever
or other symptoms.

e Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye): Until cleared by a healthcare
professional.

e Head Lice: Until treated and free of live lice.

Known or Suspected Contagious Illnesses: Such as
influenza, COVID-19, chickenpox, strep throat, measles,
mumps, rubella, or other illnesses as determined by
public health authorities.

Return to School: A student may return to school when all of
the following criteria are met:

e Fever-Free: Without the use of fever-reducing
medication for at least 24 hours.

e Vomiting and Diarrhea-Free: No episodes of vomiting or
diarrhea for at least 24 hours.

o Significant Improvement in Symptoms: A noticeable
improvement in other symptoms, such as cough, rash, or
sore throat.

e Contagious Illness Clearance: If diagnosed with a
contagious illness, a written clearance from a healthcare
professional or adherence to public health guidelines is
required.

e Head Lice Clearance: After completing treatment and
being free of live lice.
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e Parent/Guardian Confirmation: Parent/guardian
determine that the student is feeling well enough to
return to school.

Procedures:

e Parents/guardians must notify the school of their child’s
absence and the reason for it.

e [fa student becomes ill during the school day, s/he will
be assessed, and the parent/guardian will be contacted.

e Upon return to school, the student may be asked to
provide a note from their parent/guardian confirming
they meet the return criteria. In cases of contagious
illness, a doctor's note may be required. Absences of 3 or
more days require a doctor’s note before returning to
school.

Special Considerations: Students with chronic illnesses may
require individualized health plans. BCS is not able to provide
more than minimal oversight of chronic illnesses.

APPROVED ABSENCES

Out-of-town trips that require the student's absence (whether
short-term or extended) must be requested in writing 3 days in
advance by submitting an “Approved Absence Request Form” to
the Administrator. This type of trip must be of an educational
nature in order to be approved. The student must be passing all
courses and has not or will not exceed the 10 days of allowed
excused absence. Parents and students are responsible for
getting all assigned work from teachers. All schoolwork is to be
completed and handed in the day the student returns to school.
Failure to give proper notice will result in an unexcused absence.

MAKE-UP WORK

If a student is absent for reasons other than illness or pre-
approved absences, he or she is expected to be prepared the day
he or she returns to class with homework completed and ready to
take any tests missed.

The assignments given and exams scheduled while the student
was in school are due the day the student returns to school after a
pre-approved out-of-town absence. For example, an exam is
scheduled for Tuesday and the class is told Monday. A student,
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who is in school Monday, misses Tuesday, and returns
Wednesday should take the exam on Wednesday.

All excused absentees due to illness will have twice the number
of days absent from the day they return to make up work missed.
Failure to do so will result in that work being given a grade of
zero. For example, a student absent two days, who returns to
class on Monday, must have all work turned in and tests made up
by the close of school on Friday of the same week. For absences
beyond five days due to excused illness, the teacher will make
special arrangements and give necessary guidelines. In all cases
the student and parents have the responsibility to see that his or
her work and tests are made up.

TARDINESS

Students in 7"-12 grades are considered Tardy if they are not in
their homeroom at 8:15, while elementary students have until
8:20 to be considered Tardy. Students must sign-in at the school
office once they have arrived and prior to reporting to their
current classroom. Students who are tardy after 9:10AM to
school are to go to the school office to obtain a Late Pass.

Students who are late to school must bring a parent-written
excuse to the office before going to class. Students arriving at
school after 10:00AM and before 11:30 AM are considered
absent for 1/2 day. Students arriving after 1:00 PM are
considered absent for the entire day.

Students in grades 7-12 are considered tardy if not in their seat
when the bell rings for class. Class tardies, to be distinguished
from late arrivals to school, will be penalized with a detention
when TWO are accumulated for the same class/period.

A student will be allowed two tardies per grading period without
penalty; a third and each succeeding tardy will result in a loss of
a privilege for an elementary grade student and in a detention for
an upper grade student. Continued tardiness will necessitate a
conference with the Administrator.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND CONCERTS

Any student with 10 or more unexcused absences will not be eligible

to participate in extra-curricular activities for the remainder of the
school year.
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A student must attend at least %2 day of school to be eligible to
participate in any competition, practice, or performance that day.
Exceptions are granted for the following: doctor/dentist appointment
with doctor’s note, learner’s permit or driver’s test, funeral/death in
the family, college visit, and administrator’s discretion.

All students are expected to attend the Christmas Program, the
Spring Concert and the Drama Production. Those not participating
are expected to follow the school dress code. Parents may request an
excuse for their student(s) by following the guidelines under the
Approved Absences section using the Approved Absence Request
Form which is available in the school office.

EARLY DISMISSALS

Generally, doctors and dentists will schedule appointments for
children after school or on weekends if you specifically request
this. We ask that you make every effort to do this.

If a student must leave school before the school day ends, a note
should be sent informing the child’s teacher of the time and
reason. The note will be placed in the students file in the office.
Parents must first come to the school office to sign the student
out. A log is kept at the office counter and once the parent has
signed out the student, the student may leave. Please do not ask
your child to meet you outside.

Students in grades 7-12 should bring a note from their parents on
the day they are leaving early. The note should be shown to the
teacher whose class they are leaving. When it is time for the
student to leave, they should come to the office to sign out, give
the note to the secretary and wait for their ride.

Students Leaving School From:

8:20 AM — 11:30 AM will be counted absent for the whole day
11:31 AM — 1:00 PM will be counted Y4 day absent
1:00 PM — 2:30 PM will be counted as early dismissal

Students out of school for 1-2.75 hours are marked as
present for 1/2 day while 2.75+ will constitute a full day absent.
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ACCESS TO BUILDING

There has never been a problem with unauthorized access to the
building - nor is one expected. Nonetheless, measures have been
taken for security purposes.

Two access control devices are installed to the right of the main front
doors:
1. Intercom/Video Kit

The visitor presses a door bell that buzzes in the office. The visitor is
viewed via video by the school secretary who then unlocks the door
for preapproved visitors.

2. Key Code/Fob Reader

Parents are issued access codes to enter the building from 8:00 am to
2:45 pm.

Upon entering the building during school hours, each visitor
(including parents) are to report to the office to sign in and receive a
visitor badge, if needed.

All other entrance doors are locked 24/7.
Please report malfunctioning codes to the school secretary.

Enhanced fire/intruder drills as well as additional security
procedures, are in place and reviewed periodically.

If you have any suggestions in regard to the procedures set forth,
please provide them to the school secretary and they will be given
consideration.

WORK RELEASE

Students in twelfth grade, who have part-time employment, may
ask for early dismissal from school on a daily basis providing
that the following criteria are met:
e The student must have a part-time job that requires him
to work during school hours.
e The student must be enrolled in at least four classes and
be in school until 11:31 am.
o A weekly schedule signed by the employer must be
provided to the school office.
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e The school can revoke work release privileges if any
current subject the student is taking dips below a C
(exceptions granted by Administration).

e Administration reserves the right to cancel the
permission to work if the student fails to complete
assigned work.

PARENT COMMUNICATION

PARENT and SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS

A weekly newsletter called BCS News and Views will be sent home
each week. At various times throughout the school year, students
will be given notices to take home to their parents. Please consider
any notice that is brought to you, and if it requires a signature, return
it promptly the next school day. For confidentiality, all notes sent to
school teachers should be in sealed envelopes.

Any parent who desires a conference with a teacher or the
Administrator should make those arrangements through the school
office in advance. Parents are asked to follow a chain of command
when arranging conferences. A problem should first be discussed
with the teacher before it becomes a greater matter of concern, then
with the Administrator (Matt. 18). Call the office for an appointment.
Please show respect for our teachers' private lives by not calling
them about school business at their homes unless it is an emergency.

Mandatory parent-teacher conferences are scheduled shortly after the
first grading period for parents to receive and review the student’s
report card. Other meetings may be scheduled throughout the school
year as needed.

PARENT and SCHOOL COOPERATION

The school cannot operate without the support of the parents in work
and prayer. The relationship of parents to the school can be
summarized in the following ways:

e To uphold the teachers and the school program by prayer.

e To support the standards and principles for which the school is
established.

e Everyone connected with the school is responsible for its quality
and reputation. Enthusiastic families, dedicated administrators,
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consecrated teachers, and well-disciplined pupils will promote our
school.

e Families encourage and support school programs.

PARENT-TEACHER FELLOWSHIP

The Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) is an organization of parents
and teachers working together. It is the desire of this organization to
bring the home and the school into a closer relationship.

The objectives of the Parent-Teacher Fellowship are:

e To reinforce the philosophy of Christian education and
curriculum of the school.

e To provide an opportunity for parents and teachers to know and
have fellowship with each other.

e To provide parents and teachers with the opportunity to jointly
sponsor projects that will benefit the overall school program.

The dates of these PTF meetings are listed on the school calendar. At
least one parent should attend PTF meetings.

CONDUCT

STANDARD OF CONDUCT

The goal of BCS is for students to honor Jesus Christ in all that they
do. Students in BCS are expected to conduct themselves in a manner
pleasing to our Lord at all times. We desire students to evidence the
values of respect, honor, duty, integrity, responsibility, citizenship,
diligence, thankfulness and joy.

For an atmosphere conducive to learning, student conduct must be
orderly and courteous. Courtesy at all times and places is honoring to
Christ and expected. Students should strive to make courtesy an
outstanding feature of our student body.

Teachers have the responsibility of making and enforcing classroom
regulations in the manner which he/she feels is in accordance with
principles set forth in the Scriptures, general school policies, and
conduct most compatible with a learning environment. Students are
responsible to know what is expected and strive to honor it.

Unethical behavior or behavior not conducive to learning is not
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allowed at school. The following is a representative, but not
complete, list of inappropriate behavior.

° Disrespect to teachers, aides, visitors or students.

. Class disturbances including talking out without permission,
writing notes, throwing objects indoors, chewing gum, running in the
building.

. Destroying or defacing school property
. Meddling in another student's property
. Disorderly conduct

. Lying

. Cheating

. Stealing

. Fighting

. Disobeying

Matches, knives, cigarettes, alcohol, drugs of any kind on one's
person or on school property are strictly prohibited. Possession or
use of these items is grounds for expulsion.

Attendance at BCS is a privilege. Any student whose conduct or
attitude in or out of school is shown to be in opposition to the basic
principles and purpose of the school will be asked to withdraw from
the school or be dismissed.

STUDENT ELECTRONIC DEVICES

In an effort to encourage student/team relationships, improve
student academic focus, and promote a safe learning
environment, smart devices are not to be used or visible during
school and school events without direct teacher/coach direction
or in an emergency situation. This includes, but is not limited to,
cell phones, pagers, earbuds and headphones, computers, tablets,
or other electronics not provided by the school. It is
recommended that students leave personal electronic devices at
home unless they are needed for a specific school project or
teacher approved purpose.

Communication with anyone outside the school must be done in
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the school office and not through the use of personal electronics.

Students needing an electronic device for health reasons will be
allowed to keep their phones turned on and with them at all
times.

Possession of cell phones and communication devices by
students at school is a privilege. Students have certain options
for their personal electronics while they are at school:

e  7th-12th Students: Phones may be checked into the
school office (powered down) when the student arrives
at the start of the day and picked up at the end of the
school day.

e  7th-12th Students: Alternately, phones and other
communication devices may be placed into a school-
approved non-locking, signal-blocking pouch when
students arrive at the start of each school day and may be
removed at the end of the day. The purpose of the pouch
is to eliminate the automatic digital interactions sent and
received by other devices worn by students.

o The pouches may be carried throughout the day
in the event of an emergency.

o Phones may not be removed without
teacher/administration authorization or in an
emergency situation.

o Phones and pouches are not to be taken to the
bathroom.

o Approved pouches are leased ($20 each per
school year) from the school.

e Elementary students are to leave their powered down
cell phones in their backpacks without a pouch. Pouches
are available to lease upon request.

Personal electronic device privileges may be revoked by the
administration and the device confiscated until the end of the day
if a student abuses the privilege.

COMMUNICATION AND PERSONAL CONTACT

God has called us to be holy (Matt. 5:48) and above reproach (II Cor.
6:3). That is a tall order, but a goal that all Christians need to strive
diligently for daily.

In our secular culture, Christians are not placed on a pedestal, but
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under a magnifying glass. The media is keen to discredit and
humiliate Christians at every possible opportunity. The legal realm
has leaned toward immediately embracing the accuser’s accounting
of the events regardless of the merit of the case or the character of
the accused.

The result must be our continuous, heightened awareness of anything
improper - especially in the area of physical contact or bullying
between students and/or faculty.

Students must keep a minimum of 3” apart with the exception of
approved adult-supervised games, athletics, and other events as
deemed necessary by the faculty and staff. Exceptions are granted
for immediate family members only (parents, children, or siblings).

If anyone feels uncomfortable with another student’s physical
contact, they are to make a report to the supervising teacher
immediately. If they do not feel comfortable telling the supervising
teacher due to the nature of the contact, they are to ask to speak with
a member of the faculty or staff that they are comfortable talking to
about the contact. The adult will give permission for the student to
make the report immediately.

All verbal or written communication is to follow the Ephesian 4:32
“Be ye kind” principle. Communication that is inappropriate and
offensive to a student or faculty member by either another student or
a faculty member is strictly prohibited (includes face to face, social
media, rumor, etc.).

The adult to whom the report was given is to report the incident to
the administration for immediate investigation and the supervising
adult is to remove the student who is under investigation from all
contact with other students until the investigation is complete. The
student bringing the charge should report to the school office and fill
out an incident report. Falsified reports are punishable by In-School
or Out-of-School Suspension and/or Expulsion.

BCS has a “Zero Tolerance” policy for verified inappropriate
physical contact and has an accelerated disciplinary policy as follows
(not all steps may be followed depending on the situation):

1. 1% verified incident - Behavioral Probation with notices sent to
parents and all teachers

2. 2™ verified incident - automatic in-school suspension for 1 wk
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3. 3" verified incident - automatic expulsion.

If a student is in danger from himself or others, call 911 or
utilize the Safe to Say Something hotline (1-844-SAF2SAY),
website (safe2saypa.org), or via the Safe2Say app from the
Google Play Store or Apple Store.

DISCIPLINE - PHILOSOPHY

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work. 2 Tim. 3:16-17

For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges
every son He receives. 1t is for discipline that you endure; God deals
with you as with sons, for what son is there whom his father does not
discipline. Heb. 12:6-7.

Education is founded upon discipline. There is a direct correlation
between effective discipline and quality of education. The school and
home should work together in training students to become
disciplined. Parents and teachers should attempt to follow practices
consistent with Biblical philosophy in order to teach self-discipline.
Because the purpose of BCS is instructive, not corrective, it is
desired that each pupil will maintain a high standard of personal
discipline, and that only a minimum of disciplinary action will be
necessary.

Discipline is first and foremost positive training toward the
development of habits and character in goodness and truth (Proverbs
22:6). Discipline also includes correction and punishment.

Biblical principles of discipline:

e Parents are responsible to God for training children properly.
Eph. 6:4.

e All are born with a sinful nature and need correction early. Psalm
51:5 and Prov. 19:18.

e God considers rebelliousness and disobedience sin. Deut. 21:18

e Discipline is designed to show a child his sinful nature and to
lead him to Christ. Gal. 3:19-24.

e Chastening is a Scriptural method of disciplining children. Prov.
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13:24; 19:18; 23:13-15

e Christian love is at the heart of all discipline. Correction and
punishment are essential elements of godly love. Prov. 3:11-12, Heb.
12: 6-7

e Children have responsibilities toward God. Eccl.12:1; Eph. 6:4,5
Disciplinary problems are greatly reduced when:

e Students embrace and love Jesus Christ as personal Lord and
Savior.

e Parents consistently demonstrate love for their children in words
and action.

e Parents and teachers reinforce one another regarding behavior at
school.

e Students are truthful and forthright.
o Students show courtesy, respect and consideration for others.
o Students keep themselves and surrounding area clean.

e Students are prompt in attendance and in completing
assignments.

e Students aim for conduct above reproach in every respect.

Parenting, discipline, and education go together. Effective love and
discipline are the most important elements of a quality education.
Our goal is to excel in discipline and to help parents excel. Parents
should avail themselves of parenting classes and resources in their
churches and/or seminars offered by BCS. The following parenting
resources are highly recommended for parents and teachers.
Information about obtaining these resources is available through the
school office.

MacArthur, John. Successful Christian Parenting. Waco: Word
Books, 1999.

Dobson, James. The New Dare to Discipline. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale
House, 1992.

Tripp, Ted. Shepherding a Child’s Heart, P&R Publishing. 1995.
Tripp, Paul. Age of Opportunity, P&R Publishing, 1997.
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DISCIPLINE - PROCEDURES

The teacher is the authority in the classroom and is responsible to
carry out administration policies for establishing the learning
atmosphere. Unacceptable conduct as evidenced by disregard for
school rules, for others, or for school property will be addressed by
the teacher and supported by administration.

In general our policy is that the punishment should fit the offense.
The following are examples of corrective measures that may be
taken: Counseling, extra work, removal of privileges, lunch or after
school detention, probation, suspension, dismissal.

If there are any questions concerning the welfare of your child,
consult those directly involved. It is the desire of the school to be of
service to both parent and student. Teachers welcome visits from
parents. An appointment can be made through the school office at
least 24 hours in advance.

DETENTION

Detention will be served the day after the offense. Students serving a
lunch detention will report to the room of the teacher who assigned
the detention at the beginning of their lunch period. Students serving
after school detention will report to the teacher issuing the detention
immediately after school.

Parents will be informed of detention by a written notice which
should be signed and returned to the teacher the next day.

DRESS CODE

BCS was established to help young people understand and appreciate
a way of life taught and exemplified by Jesus Christ. We also wish
to prepare our students for the places they will later occupy in the
Christian community served by our school. Therefore, our dress
guidelines are established to conform to the principles of Christian
modesty and cultural propriety.

In business and industry, employers expect "conventional" attire to
promote a business-like atmosphere. Bizarre and "fad" clothing is
discouraged or prohibited. In school, we expect students to dress in
such a way as to contribute to an atmosphere of study and Christian
deportment. Clothes that are too casual tend to set mood for
recreation and play which is not appropriate for school. Therefore,
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BCS has developed a dress code for its students.

The Bible does not say precisely what kind of clothes a Christian
student should wear. The Word is clear that our dress should be
modest (I Timothy 2:9) and not too elaborate (I Peter 3:3-4) and that
we should do everything in our lives for the glory of God (I Cor.
10:31). We ask that students seek to beautify the inner life,
reflecting the Christian values of simplicity, humility, modesty, and
wise stewardship. Parents can help the school accomplish its goals
much more effectively if they actively support the school's dress
code. It is recognized that no dress code is adequate to satisfy
everyone for all times or situations. Every attempt is being made to
train our students for spiritual and academic excellence.

General Dress Code for All Students

e Any question regarding the dress code will be left to the
discretion of the Administration.

e Ifa student comes to school dressed inappropriately, he or she
will be given a dress code warning.

e Flagrant violators will not be allowed to attend classes.
Parents will be called to bring appropriate clothing. The
student will serve an in-school suspension until the parent
arrives with the proper clothing or until the problem can be
corrected.

e Heavy jackets and coats are generally designed for outside wear
and should not be worn in the classroom. Plain or BCS
Sweatshirts, sweater, and jackets may be worn over a dress code
shirt during classes, but hoods must remain down. Inside-out
sweatshirts are not acceptable for classroom wear.

e After the consistent issues seen in the spring, the school
committee approved a change to the dress code that
eliminated the wearing of sweatshirts and hoodies by all
students. They also approved a delayed start to that change
in dress code. For the start of the 2025-26 school year,
sweatshirts and hoodies may still be worn by students and
must be plain (no additional wording, logos, or graphics of
any kind) or have BCS branding. If this clear criteria is not
followed, the previously approved policy will be
implemented and students will not be allowed to wear
sweatshirts or hoodies at all during the school day.
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e Students are to come to school and leave school dressed in
school attire. P.E. days are the exception to this policy.

e Clothing with advertising logos or slogans on it is not acceptable
for school attire. A small brand or maker’s logo is acceptable.

e Dress, casual, or athletic shoes with non-marking soles are
required.

e No flip-flops, athletic sandals/slides, or shower shoes are to be
worn during the school class day. Athletic sandals/slides are
permitted for BCS sports-related events for participating athletes
only.

e Tattoos and/or body painting must be covered.
Physical Education and Athletic Practices

o All students in grades K4-12 are required to wear a uniform for
Physical Education classes.

e For grades K4-6 this uniform is a pair of pants or shorts (as
noted below) with a solid color T-shirt or a BCS logo T-shirt,
socks, and sneakers. They may wear this all day.

e For grades 7-12 this uniform is a pair of sweatpants or shorts
(as noted below), a solid color T-shirt or a BCS logo T-shirt,
socks, and sneakers.

e Jr. and Sr. High Students will come to school wearing
normal dress code and change into their Physical Education
uniform before P.E. class.

e Shorts for P.E. and Athletic Practices

i.  Practice shorts may be worn for P.E. and athletic
practices. The length must be no more than 2” from the
floor when kneeling and they must be loose fitting. Bike-
style or spandex-style shorts are only permitted under
appropriate length shorts as listed above.

#- Elementary students may wear shorts, but sweatpants
must be worn over top while in classes. The students
will be allowed to remove their sweatpants at the start of
P.E.

iii. Those wearing shorts during P.E. must put sweat/warm-
up pants on at the end of P.E.
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Boys

e Boys may wear either casual or dress slacks. However, blue
jeans, painter pants, camouflage pants and other faddish styles of
slacks are not to be worn. Pants must be hemmed.

e Boys must wear a collared shirt (polo, turtleneck, or dress shirt).
Shirts must be properly buttoned and kept tucked inside the trousers.
French collared shirts are permitted, while Henley collars are not.
Shirtsleeves must be hemmed.

e Socks must be worn with all footwear.

e Boys’ hair should be cut so that it is off the collar, out of the
eyes, and leaves the entire ear showing. The Administration reserves
the right to ask a student to get a haircut if it is not neat in
appearance. Arrowheads, mohawks, spikes and other fads are not to
be worn.

e Boys are to be clean-shaven. Sideburns are not to be lower than
the bottom of the ear and may not angle out.

e Boys are not to wear earrings or other body piercings.
e Hats are not to be worn in the building
e  Chokers and necklaces may not be seen.

e Chains hanging from pant pockets must be short (4-6 inches) and
functional (attached to a wallet).

e No fingernail polish.
Girls

e Girls may wear a dress or skirts or dress slacks with a blouse as
normal classroom attire.

e Skirts and Dresses: Hemlines and any slits must be no
higher than the top of the knee (2 inches above the floor
when kneeling). Skirts must be hemmed and may not have
holes or faded markings.

e Dress slacks must not resemble jeans and will come to the
top of the shoe. Fad styles of any type like tight knit
stretch pants, leggings, jeggings, yoga pants, etc. are not
appropriate classroom or school attire. They are to be clean,
hemmed, with no holes, rips, tears, or frays. They are to be
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modest, properly fitted (not too tight or too loose) and
properly worn (as designed). Garments that are stretched,
stained, or extremely faded are not appropriate.

e Blouses and dresses must be modest. Necklines should not
be revealing. Blouses should be buttoned properly (top
button may be left open). Sundresses and dresses with
spaghetti straps are permissible only if they are worn with a
non-see-through jacket/sweater or over a blouse. Sleeveless
blouses are acceptable, but tank tops are not appropriate
classroom attire.

e Shorts, culottes, or capris are not to be worn as
classroom attire.

e Parents and students should be careful to avoid clothing that
would be too revealing or tight fitting for girls.

e Extremes or fads in hairstyles (only natural hair colors-blonde,
brown, black, natural red, and gray-are acceptable) or makeup (no
black or purple lipstick) are not to be worn.

e Girls may wear earrings but no other body piercings.

DRESS FOR ACTIVITIES

The school has many activities scheduled throughout the year. For
after-school athletic activities those students involved must wear the
uniform or other attire prescribed by the coaches. In general,
spectators may wear jeans, etc. but please keep in mind the spirit and
testimony of the school dress code. For all school functions
participants are expected to wear regular school dress unless
otherwise notified.

There has always been a debate on what is considered proper
dress for Christians. It is very difficult to establish a dress code
that will clarify every issue because of the constant change of
fashion and styles. Therefore, Christians are often in a dilemma
of what they should wear. The following Scriptures give us
some Biblical principles concerning this area (Matthew 23:25-
26; Colossians 3:8-10, 12-14; I Corinthians 6:19-20). Dress is a
reflection of the attitude of the heart (Matthew 23:25-26).
Christians must remember that they are God’s temple.
Therefore, whatever a Christian does must glorify God. What
should a Christian wear? To have a proper dress standard, one
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must ask two questions. Is my heart right with God? Does my
dress glorify God rather than self? At Bloomsburg Christian
School we are attempting to keep this foremost in the
formulation of our dress code. The Jr.-Sr. Banquet is a school
function. Students are expected to follow the school’s dress
code for this occasion. If guidelines are not adhered to, parents
will be notified and students will be asked to leave.

GIRLS:
1. Dresses should reflect modesty.

2. Strapless, spandex or other form-fitting fabric, halter style, or
tight (form-fitting) dresses will not be permitted. All
undergarments (lacey or otherwise) should not be seen.

3. Dresses must have straps at least 17 in width over the
shoulders.

4. The back of the dress must not go below the bottom of the
shoulder blades; no cleavage should be visible out of the
bodice of the dress.

5. All dresses must be no shorter than two (2) inches above the
knee when kneeling. Slits should not be open more than two
(2) inches above the knee when kneeling. See through
material must be no shorter than two (2) inches above the
knee when kneeling.

6. Appropriate dress shoes (no sneakers or flip flops) must
complete your apparel.

7. If you are bringing a date from outside the school, your date
must follow the same dress code. It is your responsibility to
give a copy of the dress code to him.

BOYS:
1. No shorts or jeans are permitted for this event.

2. Students must wear a suit/sports jacket, dress pants, shirt and
tie. A tuxedo is not necessary but acceptable.

3. Socks and dress shoes (not sneakers) must complement your
attire.
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4. If you are bringing a date from outside the school, your date
must follow the same dress code. It is your responsibility to
give a copy of the dress code to her.

TRANSPORTATION

SCHOOL CLOSING and DELAYS

A. Clarification of weather-related delays:

Bloomsburg Christian School will be following Central Columbia
School District’s lead in delays or full day closures under normal
circumstances. At times, BCS may delay or close at the discretion of
the administration. These are announced on the radio, TV and social
media.

This does NOT apply to EARLY DISMISSALS as we must
coordinate with various school districts concerning transportation.

Whenever your school district is on a one-hour delay or two-hour
delay, follow your school district. (Those parents who provide
transportation or those students who drive are encouraged to come at
the normal time, though the students would not be marked tardy if
they followed their school district's delayed schedule.)

Please understand that we may have 10 different school districts
represented at BCS. Seven of these districts provide bussing;
namely, Benton, Berwick, Bloomsburg, Central Columbia, Danville,
Millville, and Southern Columbia.

Therefore, it is possible for individual districts to be on a one-hour
delay, two-hour delay, or even closed and still other districts bussing
students at the normal time. In such cases, BCS will begin classes at
8:20 AM., unless specific announcement is made for “Bloomsburg
Christian School."

B. Clarification weather-related early dismissals:

In the event of school districts closing earlier than usual, follow your
school district's early dismissal time. When area school busses come
to pick up students, the busses arrive at BCS one-half hour to one
hour before the actual announced district closing. Students who ride
the bus will be directed on the bus. Parent pick-up students will be
taken to the parent pick-up area at the time of their district's
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announced early dismissal. Parents must come for their child at that
time. Student drivers will be permitted to leave when their school
district bus comes.

C. Specific announcements for BCS are reported to:
WPGM radio 96.7 FM or 1570 AM
WYOU TV Channel 22.1
WBRE TV Channel 28.1

Websites regarding school closings are (these are a lot faster than
waiting for the TV to scroll):

BCS Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/BloomChristian

pahomepage.com/weather/school-closings

Remind Text/Email Alerts: sign-up to receive an automated Text or
Email alert from BCS concerning closures, delays, and early-
dismissals.

Push notifications on your smart phone: rmd.at/bcsdelays
Text/email alerts: Text the message @bcsdelays to the number
81010 or for email, sign-up at rmd.at/bcsdelays

TRANSPORTATION

Public school bus transportation is available upon request from your
local school district. To know if you qualify for such transportation,
call your local school transportation office.

The parents that provide car transportation to school for their
children are to cautiously adhere to the traffic flow pattern and the
supervising staff.

If you wish for your child to go home a different way than usual,
please send in a note to the office so that we are aware of the change.
If he or she is going home with a friend, notes should be sent from
each child's parents. If notes are not received from BOTH families,
the children will not be permitted to change plans. Some school
districts do not permit visitors to ride their buses.

The school will not provide student monitoring before 8:00 AM and
is not responsible for any student arriving before that time. Upon
arrival at school each morning, students are to report directly to the
lunchroom. At 8:10 AM, students will be dismissed to their lockers
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and homeroom. All students are to be in their homeroom by 8:15
AM. Students are to be picked up by 2:45 PM and the school is not
responsible for any student staying after that time without prior
approval from a teacher or administration.

Homeroom begins at 8:10 each morning. The front doors are locked
at 8:15 AM. Anyone arriving after 8:15 AM will need to ring the
doorbell to be let in the building. Any student arriving after 8:20 AM
will need to sign in at the office before going to their class.

BUS RULES

The school reserves the right to withdraw bus riding privileges from
any student who does not comply with the following rules:

e The students are under the authority of the bus driver while
riding the bus unless a teacher is present.

e After boarding the bus, students are to remain in their seats until
they have reached their destination.

e Students should talk in a normal manner. No excessively loud
noises or yelling will be tolerated.

e Students should keep hands, arms, head, etc., inside the bus at all
times.

e Students should not throw anything while riding the bus.
e Students should not eat or chew gum on the bus.

e [f a student who normally rides the bus will not be riding the bus
home, the student should notify the bus driver and his teacher. It
should be remembered that a student must have a note to ride with
anyone other than his parents.

STUDENT DRIVERS

Driving on campus is a privilege and not a right. Failure to
comply with these regulations will result in forfeiture of the
privilege.

Parents of student drivers must fill out a Student Driver Form
and the student must agree to the conditions listed before the
student is permitted to drive to school.

The school assumes no liability for damage to or losses from any
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vehicle parked on campus during the school day or during any
school sponsored extra-curricular activity.

Student drivers must verify with the school office where to park.
Students are not to be in the parking area at any time throughout
the day without permission and vehicles are not to be moved
until the student leaves for the day. Students may not leave for
home until all public buses and vans have left the parking lot.

If a student becomes ill during the day, the office will telephone
the student's parent or guardian before the student leaves school.
The student may drive home only after signing out at the office.

With administration and parental permission, a lone student
athlete may follow the bus to games only if they are not
returning to the school. After the game, if the student is driving
straight home, the student may drive family members or others
with permission as described below. The school insurance does
not cover student drivers while they are driving their own
vehicles.

Students will not be permitted to drive to tournaments but are
required to ride with the team to and during the tournament.
Parents may take their children home from the tournament.

Students are forbidden to provide rides to students not of their
own household unless written (paper or electronic) permission
from BOTH students' parents is received in the school office
prior to the end of the school day AND the school administration
approves.

PROPERTY USAGE AND CARE

USE AND CARE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES

e Building
o Food and drink will not be taken out of the lunchroom.
Don’t eat or drink while walking through the building.

e (lassrooms:

o Students should place all trash in waste baskets, not in the
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storage area of desks.

o Students should recycle as much as possible by placing all
paper fibers, plastics, and metals into the white or blue
recycling containers. Place all food containers in waste
baskets.

o Students should keep desks, walls, and bulletin boards free
from all marks.

o Students should exercise care in the opening and closing of
doors.

o Classroom clean-up is held each day.
Restrooms:

o Students guilty of defacing walls, floors, or other rest room
facilities will be subject to severe disciplinary action.

o Students should use rest room supplies with discretion.

o Students should be careful not to litter the restroom
unnecessarily with items such as clothing, paper not put into
the receptacle, etc.

o Only toilet paper is to be flushed into our sewer system.
School Grounds:

o Students should avoid littering walkways or grass areas on
the school grounds. Don't Be A Litterbug!

o Students should keep off the landscaped areas to protect
flowers, plants, trees, and shrubs growing on the school
grounds.

o Students should play only in designated areas.

Restitution:

o Any student who deliberately defaces or destroys school
property will be required to pay the costs to repair or replace
that property. The charge will be determined by the cost to
hire someone to make the repairs.

Cleanliness becomes the Christian. Be careful to protect and guard
this, God’s place and His work. Each student can honor God by
giving his best attention to the task of maintaining the buildings.
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LOST AND FOUND

A "Lost and Found" is located on both levels. All students and
parents who have lost articles should check periodically for their
articles. Any article not claimed at the end of the year will be
donated to a local charity.

To reduce the accumulation of lost and found articles, we ask that
each student have his name on all his belongings for identification
purposes.

TELEPHONE

The school office is open from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM during the
school day. Only urgent messages will be delivered to students.
Permission must be granted to the student by the office staff
before making a call.

All communication by a student to anyone not in the building
must be done through and with the permission of the school
office and should be limited to the most important
communication that is time sensitive. The school office reserves
the right to deny any student use of the phone for non-important
matters. The school office has parent and emergency contact
numbers for all students, so the student’s device is not needed for
this information.

VISITORS

Parents may visit classes from time to time if proper arrangements
have been made. It is requested that no visits be scheduled during
the first four weeks or within the last two weeks of the year. It is
necessary to make these arrangements through the school office in
advance. Please go to the school office before going to your child's
classroom.

Pupils who desire to have a friend visit must secure permission in
writing from the Administrator at least one day in advance. Visitors
will be refused permission to attend classes if they live in this area
and their school is in session or if the required permission has not
been properly secured. Visitors are expected to conform to the BCS
dress code and standard of conduct.
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EMERGENCY DRILLS

BCS conducts regular fire and emergency drills. A continuous
ringing of the alarm will signal fire drills. Immediately upon hearing
this ringing, the following should occur:

e Students should stop work immediately. Students should be
quiet.

e The windows shall be closed.

e The students will exit the room in a single file line and proceed
to their designated area (see diagram in room).

e The teacher will ensure the lights are turned off and the door is
closed.

e  The teacher will take roll and report any missing students to the
Administrator.

e  When the all-clear signal is heard, students will proceed quickly
back to class.

If a student is not in his classroom when the fire drill signal sounds,
he should exit immediately and report to the teacher of the nearest
class. That teacher will then report the student's presence to the
Administrator.

PERSONAL ITEMS AND READING MATERIALS

Since the purpose of BCS is to provide a solid Christian education
for its students, all classes and study halls are designed for giving
attention to learning. Inappropriate reading materials are not to be
brought in and questionable items can be checked. Teachers may
take unapproved items and keep them until the end of school. Ifa
student brings a toy or any article from home, the student is solely
responsible for the care of these items.

Students should refrain from using items belonging to another
student. Students are not to get into another student’s locker,
backpack, purse, duffel bag, or electronic device without the express
permission of that student or his/her parent/guardian. The only
exception is that family members have permission within the
allowances given by parents at home. Anyone causing damage to
anther’s personal property is responsible for the costs of repair or
replacement of that item.
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SCHOOL INSURANCE

Each student is covered by the school's insurance policy while they
are at school or school activities. This is a supplemental policy
which pays the difference between what your own policy pays and
the actual bill. In the event a family has no insurance, the plan works
as a primary insurer.

1. The bills should be submitted to your carrier and the balance not
covered will be picked up.

2. If you do not have medical insurance, our carrier will provide such
coverage on a $100.00 deductible basis per accident.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are issued to each student the first week of school and are
to be used with care. The students are responsible to return
textbooks in good condition. Hardbound books are to be covered.
The student will be required to pay for damages to them or to pay for
any lost books. Report cards and records will be withheld until loss
or damage has been paid for.

LOCKERS

Usage of lockers is a privilege. Lockers may be checked
periodically and are expected to be neat and orderly. The school
reserves the right to inspect lockers and desks and to use prudent
measures when checking students’ personal effects. Locker abuse
will result in loss of any locker privilege. Students may use only
locks approved by the administrator for their lockers. Locker
combinations must be on file in the office. At the end of the day, no
items are to be outside their assigned locker.

OTHER
CLASSROOM PARTIES

While school in general is not designed to be a party time there are
several occasions in which parties may be held. The following are
guidelines for homeroom mothers planning parties for the children.

1. Teachers are always in charge of these parties.
2. Check with teacher concerning any food allergies.
3. Please try to insure that proper stewardship of food is observed.
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4. Suggested limits for parties:
e QGrades K-6 — Thanksgiving, Christmas & Valentines
e QGrades 7-12 — Christmas
5. Christmas gift exchange spending limit is to be set by teacher.

LUNCH

Lunch will be eaten in the lunchroom. Students are to bring a lunch
each day. As a convenience, the school offers the opportunity of
purchasing drinks and snacks for your child's lunch. Occasionally hot
lunches are available to be purchased. A notice is sent home to
inform parents of these.

OFFICE HOURS

The school office is open daily, Monday through Friday from 8:00
AM until 3:30 PM. Summer hours will be posted each week at the
school office.
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